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Brownfield Definition
“…real property, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of which may 
be complicated by the presence or 
potential presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant.”*
Practical implication: Brownfields are 
everywhere! 
*(Public Law 107-118 (H.R. 2869) - “Small Business Liability 
Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act”, signed into law 
January 11, 2002).
Brownfields in the U.S.
• Estimated 450,000 to 1 Million sites
• 5 million acres of abandoned industrial 
sites in U.S. cities – roughly the same 
amount of land occupied by 60 of the 
largest U.S. cities
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
What are Brownfields?
Brownfields in KS
• Abandoned gas stations
• Abandoned grain elevators
• Former manufacturing facilities
• Properties next to rail lines
• Former school buildings
• Residential properties next to industrial 
facilities



Revitalization – but how?
Effect of Brownfields Law
The Brownfields Law expanded EPA's 
assistance by providing new tools for the 
public and private sectors to promote 
sustainable brownfields cleanup and 
reuse. 
EPAs Brownfields Program
• Brownfields Assessment Grants 
($200,000-$350,000/site):
Site inventory, environmental assessment, 
planning, community outreach
• Brownfields Cleanup Grants
($200,000/site):
Site remediation
EPAs Brownfields Program
• Brownfields Revolving Loan Funds
($1Mio/entity):
Capitalization of loans used to remediate 
sites
• Brownfields Job Training Grant 
($200,000):
Environmental training for residents of 
brownfields communities
2008 EPA Grant Funds
• EPA received 845 grant applications 
nationally
• 314 applications were funded
• $74 Mio = Total amount of funding for 
2008
• 2005 –total $76.7 Mio
• 2006/2007 –total of $72 Mio/ea.

SMARTe
• Sustainable Management Approaches and 
Revitalization Tools electronic
• SMARTe is a web-based decision support tool to 
assist brownfield revitalization stakeholders in 
the development and evaluation of future 
reuse scenarios for potentially contaminated 
sites.
• http://smarte.org
SMARTe (www.smarte.org)
Overall Goal of Brownfields
Redevelopment
The return of abandoned, idled, and 
underused properties to sustainable reuse 
and thereby preventing  the creation of 
new Brownfields and consumption of 
Greenfields.
Greenfields
Benefits of Brownfields
Revitalization
• increases local tax bases
• facilitates job growth 
• utilizes existing infrastructure (cost 
savings)
• takes development pressures off of 
undeveloped, open land 
• reduces urban sprawl
Benefits of Brownfields
Revitalization (cont.)
• preserve neighborhoods
• mitigates blight and improves community 
image
• addresses and mitigates public health and 
safety concerns
• improves and protects the environment
Skate Park in Independence, KS 
Orphan Train Depot, Concordia
Technical Assistance to 
Brownfield (TAB) Communities
• A national program
• Funded by EPA 
headquarters via grants to 4 
different entities 
• Free to communities
• K-State assists communities 
in EPA Regions 5 and 7
EPA Regions
TAB Assistance to Communities
• Tailored to specific community needs
• Typically coordinated through the city, tribal or non-profit 
brownfields project manager
• May include:
 Help identifying funding sources for revitalization projects 
 Review of EPA and other grant applications
 Help finding a consulting firm
 Review of project plans, technical reports
 Assistance with community outreach
 Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon
• Communities accepted on a „first come‟ basis
• Depends on staff/funding availability
TAB Assistance to Communities
• Tailored to specific community needs
• Typically coordinated through the city, tribal or non-profit 
brownfields project manager
• May include:
 Help identifying funding sources for revitalization projects 
 Visioning, redevelopment planning
 Review of EPA and other grant applications
 Review of project plans, technical reports
 Assistance with community outreach
 Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon
• Communities accepted on a „first come‟ basis
• Depends on staff/funding availability
Community Outreach
• Redevelopment Planning
Environmental Education
• Workshops
Technical Presentations
• Community Meetings 
Special Projects
Web - based software: TAB EZ
Special Projects
• Des Moines, IA GIS-based redevelopment 
properties web site
Atchison, KS

Kansas City Terminal Railway
Kansas City Terminal Railway
Springfield, MO
Springfield, MO
Contact Information
Dr. Sabine Martin (TAB Program Coordinator)
1-800-798-7796
785-532-6519
smartin1@k-state.edu
Web site:  http://www.engg.ksu.edu/chsr/outreach
